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Firdausi is very realistic in his description of the way,
in which these spiritual longings are viewed by the
heroes including the venerable Zal. It is at first
generally supposed that it is some frenzy that has
taken possession, or even that the Devil has been at
work to cloud the royal intellect :

It is even suspected that the supposed evil biolo*
gical heredity of Kai husrau K has been working in
the King and disordering his intellect :

Though thus Kai Khnsrau has his motives mis-
represented and his heredity reproached unjustly, he
practises great self-restraint, and so calmly and
admirably justifies his course, that Zal and the nobles
are driven at last to apologize for their conduct.
And here we note a great  contrast between the
Knights of Arthur and those of   Kai  Khusrau.    The
passing of Arthur is accompanied by a great develop-
ment of treason and disobedience among his Bound
Table.   Lancelot has left the court and his  castle  of
-Joyous Guard has to be besieged by Arthur.  Under
its walls, Arthur and Lancelot even meet in a combat,
Many of Arthur's   Knights   espouse the  cause   of
Mordred even though they do not recognize the jus-
taeeol hia claims, and Arthur is driven to exclaim that